The title to the Tina Turner song: "What's Love Got to Do With It? caught my attention just as it always has. The song also has a captivating tune. The only part of the lyrics that actually stay in my memory long after the song has ended are the lines that are repeated, "What's love got to do, got to do with it." Ike and Tina Turner were both very talented, but their lives weren't easy. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Ike_and_Tina_Turner I believe that the question that Tina Turner really was asking in this song may have been more about how do we know what love is if we have never experienced love. Love is as much an action verb as it is an emotion.
"What's Love Got to Do With
It? When reading 1 Corinthians, I was reminded of the fact that love is talked about a great deal. We have a Hollywood image of love, but that image isn't real love. The Hollywood image of falling in love and living happily ever after is more of a fairy tale image of love; it is entertainment. We need the message about love, and the true nature about love that can be found in 1 Corinthians. There are three main parts to 1 Corinthians 12:
•Concerning Spiritual Gifts •Unity and Diversity in the Body •Love Is Indispensable
Highlights from the text itself: I was drawn in especially by the following verses: Regarding Spiritual Gifts: 4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.
Each of us forms part of the whole. We each have our own special talents or own gifts. Working together we are able to accomplish far more than any one would be able to accomplish on their own. All of these gifts come from the same God and are for the betterment of all, that is for the common good. Imagine a world of cooperation and collaboration for the common good.
Imagine a world where the need to be right at all costs is surpassed by an even greater need to love our neighbor as ourselves.
Unity and Diversity in the Body: 12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body
The key issue here is being baptized in the Holy Spirit that defines us as Christians. The issue of being baptized in the Holy Spirit matters. The issue of immersion versus sprinkling, or the issue of infant baptism versus believer baptism, are not what is highlighted. "We were all baptized in the Spirit so as to form one body" is the key phrase that unites us all as Christians.
"...and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many."
Pause for a moment to consider that each person's body is made up of specialized parts that work together in harmony to form a miraculous human body. This was God's design, and it also serves as an analogy for how we all have specialized gifts and talents that help to create the whole of society. We all need each other. Diversity is necessary for the survival of all of us.
In verses 15 through 21, and 25 and 26 we see a more complete version of the analogy that is Continued on the next page LOVE AND OUR DOMESTIC CHURCH, OUR LITTLE CHURCH OF THE HOME: "Love begins at home, and it is not how much we do.... but how much love we put in that action." ~ Mother Teresa page 4 
The ARK, A Publication of the American Association of Interchurch Families
Continued on the next page LOVE: "The whole idea of compassion is based on a keen awareness of the interdependence of all these living beings, which are all part of one another, and all involved in one another." ~ Thomas Merton page 5
When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love."
It is the final words that pull the entire concept together for me: "13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love." What exactly is love? Do we all define love the same way? All that we do should be done out of love so that we can show that of God through our actions, but do we understand how to show the action of love in our very ordinary lives?
It may be that we need to focus more on how love is mutually beneficial. Love is not a power struggle for control or dominance. The work, the very action of showing love may need to be taught. If someone has never experienced love, how will they be able to demonstrate love or how will they be able to discern what the action of love really is when they encounter it.
We live in a society where we are encouraged to stay competitive, but what is really needed are collaborative endeavors that build up society and all of God's Creation.
What we view as love may be compared to finding a safe place from the storm?
On the other hand, how do people who are wounded or broken find love and learn how to give love in return? Anyone who has tried to pull a porcupine quill from their favorite pet dog will know that their beloved dog will try to nip or bite at their caregiver's hand, the same hand that is trying to help save the poor animal's life. The poor wounded animal feels the pain, but is unable to realize that his human friend is trying to help the poor animal. Do we act more like a wounded animal or do we seek that of God? We may need some assistance in being able to find that of God if we have never experienced and taken note of what is of God and what will simply bring us more and more pain. Even though we may claim to be seeking ways to avoid pain, we may not really know yet how to love and what love would look like. How would our understanding of the work or action of love change what we think, do and say? What if our hand got bitten when we tried to help, or to show love? How do we respond then? How do we separate the pain we feel if our hand is bitten by our favorite pet when we are trying to help because we see they are wounded and in pain from the reason why the dog is biting at the hand of love that is trying to help it?
In 1 Corinthians 14:1-2, we are told "Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy. 2 For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit."
What we say must be understood by others if they are to be able to learn. We also must be able to understand when we listen. Listening carefully may be the most important part of any conversation that is if it is to lead to a deeper understanding and bond between human beings. As humans we are seeking to hear the Word of God in our lives. Are we listening intently or are we already trying to come up with a quick response?
In 1 Corinthians 14: 3-5, 23,31-33, we learn, "On the other hand, the one who prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding and encouragement and consolation. 4 The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one who prophesies builds up the church. 5 .....The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be built up. ..... 23 If, therefore, the whole church comes together and all speak in tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are out of your minds?.....31 For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be encouraged, 32 and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets.. 33 For God is not a God of confusion but of peace.
In 1 Corinthians 14, we are urged to speak in ways that will allow newcomers to join in the worship Continued on the next page LOVE: "The hunger for love is much more difficult to remove than the hunger for bread." ~ Mother Teresa page 6 with us. We must be welcoming and show hospitality, but one may wonder why hospitality is so important. In Hebrews 13:2, we learn 'Do not neglect to show hospitality, for by that means some have entertained angels without knowing it.' The thought of entertaining angels is quite delightful. It is surely the dynamic of our diversity that we enjoy and celebrate!! What is holy should be available for anyone and everyone who desires to find that of God. In the early church of Corinth, they were urged to be sure that what is spoken should serve to build up, to encourage and to give consolation to others. This will allow the Word of God to be known to the world. What should we do as the church today, in this time in history? We should be seeking the same goals that were given to the early church at Corinth. Returning to the roots of our faith may help us to find that pathway forward toward Christian Unity. It leaves all the other secondary effects to take care of themselves. Love, therefore, is its own reward." ~ Thomas Merton page 9
Couples who have the potential to become Interchurch couples face some difficult decisions close to to the time of their marriage. The real options that may seem viable simply so their marriage can succeed may include:
• dropping out to become nonaffiliated, • finding a 'neutral' third church option,
• or the conversion of one spouse to the religious denomination of their spouse for convenience but not from a spiritual belief. For interchurch marriages between Roman Catholics and other Christians, the conversion may go 50-50 either way.
Becoming an interchurch couple where each spouse stays active in their own denomination while also participating in their spouse's denomination as much as possible, and so that each spouse may encourage the other to explore and grow in their faith as an adult can happen, may seem to be such a huge task that it may appear to be too overwhelming to be able to be considered.
The great likelihood that interchurch marriages will happen already exists, but there seems to be no form of remote marriage preparation in existence at this time that even addresses the high probability that Roman Catholics and other Christians will marry each other. After a couple has met and fallen in love, it is too late to introduce for the first time what married life will be like. Once a couple is engaged, they should be discussing wedding plans; it is normal and to suggest otherwise is unrealistic. Even for same church couples, but especially so for potentially interchurch couples who may often times feel isolated and rejected by the communities from which they come and which have nurtured them, remote marriage preparation is essential, but it seems to be ignored for the most part at this time in the United States. Their own church communities also need to know the best ways to be supportive to interchurch couples so that becoming a genuinely interchurch couple can become a truly viable option for newly weds. Remote marriage preparation is for those who will most likely marry at some point in their lives and for their church communities who will be expected to nurture them as a newly forming family. We are asked to love our neighbor as ourselves. We are not asked to judge others; that is for God to do as God sees fit. This frees us up to do the work of love. In the United States, the pastoral care of humanity as we find humanity will become more and more necessary if we are to be the hands and feet of God in the world around us.
McElwee notes, "The Japanese Bishops also call for a rethinking of church procedure for those seeking annulments, stating "a simplified procedure for annulments is not only needed, it is essential." and that "While simplification is needed along with compliance with the legal provisions, a realistic response to the situation people actually face is essential," they state.
McElwee adds that "Simplification of the legal proceedings will be the salvation of those who are suffering." In the United States, I am aware of several couples who found the annulment process to be difficult. Some have told us that they simply refused to go through an annulment process, after they had been divorced. They had no desire to re-visit and to re-open an old wound. In this way, Americans and Japanese may be experiencing similar difficulties with the annulment process. It may come as a great surprise for a divorced Protestant who later marries a Roman Catholic, who themselves may or may not also have been divorced, to discover that as a Protestant they must also go through the annulment process. 
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Continued on the next page LOVE "The beginning of love is to let those we love be perfectly themselves, and not to twist them to fit our own image. Otherwise we love only the reflection of ourselves we find in them." ~ Thomas Merton page 11 McElwee observes that "... the Japanese offer a small critique of the questionnaire itself, stating it has "been developed with the mindset of Christian countries in which the entire family is Christian." In the United States, the incidence of interfaith marriages is also great. In the United States, we live in a multicultural society and it appears that we are becoming even more diverse.
The American Association of Interchurch Families recognizes that interfaith marriages exist and that they are equally valid marriages. We simply recognized that if we were to be able to accomplish anything that we should focus our attention and efforts on one area and that it should be in an area in which we had some knowledge. The issue of sharing in the eucharist between all Christian denominations has been a major topic, and concern for interchurch families in the United States. Not being welcomed at the table feels like being rejected. Ironically, it seems most painful for Roman Catholic spouses to witness the rejection of their own spouse by their own church, especially when they love them both.
Infant baptism and believer baptism is also an issue that may need to be resolved within an interchurch family.
American interchurch families are often lumped into the same category of being "a mixed marriage" along with interfaith families in spite of the fact that our needs would be different. The issues that a Christian may face when marrying a Hindu, or a Jew may be far different than when two Christians marry across denominational divides, I am surmising. By focusing only on interchurch marriages, we had hoped to be able to better address at least one issue to our mutual satisfaction. We have found great comfort in many of the documents created by Vatican II that encouraged the pursuit of Christian Unity.
McElwee notes that the Japanese Bishops state: "For example, religiously mixed marriages seem to be considered a problem. However, in Japan, the overwhelming majority of marriages involve mixed religions." In the United States, many interchurch couples have told us that they are also perceived to be the problem, but 

